
 

WIE Newsletter  
Monitoring the latest news 

 
 
 
Dear Reader, 
 

Welcome to the October 2015 edition of Access for Women in Energy Newsletter. 

 

This new edition includes recent press articles related to women and their 
contribution to the energy sector worldwide. In New York, Masdar Zayed Future 
Energy Prize launched Women in Sustainability, Environment & Renewable 
Energy (WiSER) initiative. The 2014 Global Gender Gap Report by the World 
Economic Forum named the Philippines the best in Asia in terms of women 
rights in education, health, economic participation, and political empowerment. 
Chaired by Lady Barbara Judge, CBE, the Middle East Nuclear Power Briefing 
2015 through its panel of industry experts from government, electricity 
generating authorities, oil companies brought an intensive and comprehensive 
discussion that examined the key issues shaping the development of nuclear 
energy in the Middle East and beyond.  
  
Also, and from London this time, Meryl Streep tells women “We are coming up 
from the bottom, but it’s that upper echelon that we haven’t broken through,” 
she said, urging that “women’s issues are men’s problems”. 
 
 
We hope you will find this material informative. Please do not hesitate to contact 
us at projects@meconsult.co.uk should you wish to receive more information 
about the Women in Energy initiative, our newsletter or forthcoming events. 

 

We would also welcome any feedback or suggestions regarding articles, features 
or opinion pieces that could be included in future editions. 
 

 
 
 
Kind regards 

Bdour Sbeih 

Access for WIE Editor 
 
 
 
Director: Dr. Carole Nakhle 
Editor: Ms. Bdour Sbeih  
Contact:  
Website: 

 
projects@meconsult.co.uk 
www.meconsult.co.uk 
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Global leaders launch Women in Sustainability, Environment & Renewable 
Energy (WiSER) initiative 
New York - October 1, 2015 

 
As world leaders gathered in New York City for the United 

Nations General Assembly, over 80 top officials representing a 

diverse range of organizations convened to launch the 

Women in Sustainability, Environment & Renewable Energy 

(WiSER) Initiative. Founded by Masdar, Abu Dhabi’s 

renewable energy company, and the Zayed Future Energy 

Prize, WiSER aims to empower and inspire women to be 

catalysts of innovation. Read More 

 

 
 
Tech is empowering women 
Cape Town –October 6, 2015 
 

Technology is a tool for empowering women to change 

their lives for the better, said UN Women on Monday at the 

South African International Renewable Energy Conference 

(SAIREC).  “Women are at the frontline of climate change, 

both as the worst affected and as change agents,” said 

Auxilla Ponga, Representive for the UN Women South Africa 

Multi Country Office. Read More 

 

 

Time to address gender agenda in the renewable energy industry  
Melbourne- October 8, 2015 

 

Sometimes in the energy industry it can feel like ‘diversity’ 

is when one of the middle-aged guys on a conference 

speaking panel is wearing a grey suit instead of a navy one. 

And it has to be said – there’s an embarrassing lack of 

women in our renewable energy industry. If you take a 

glance at any of the solar or renewable energy conferences 

in Australia this decade, they all tell the same story.          

Read More 
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http://www.windpowerengineering.com/construction/projects/global-leaders-launch-women-in-sustainability-environment-renewable-energy-wiser-initiative/
http://www.iol.co.za/business/news/tech-is-empowering-women-1.1925802#.VjIEc25nWCl
http://www.businessspectator.com.au/article/2015/10/8/renewable-energy/time-address-gender-agenda-renewable-energy-industry
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Is Gender Inequality Worth Losing $28 Trillion? 
United States – October 8, 2015 

The debate over gender equality is rife with 

sensitivity – challenging religious doctrines, cultural 

beliefs, and social norms. However, is it possible that 

businesses are holding themselves back from 

realizing their full potential by not tackling gender 

equality within their own organizations? According 

to a recent McKinsey study, the importance of gender 

inequality as an economic issue is far more critical. Read More  

 

 

Careers in Energy Week shows path to high quality jobs 
Michigan – October 8, 2015 

 

According to The Bureau of Labor Market Information and 

Strategic Initiatives August 2015 data, there are 34,900 

jobs in our region’s “trade, transportation and utilities” 

industry. The “trade, transportation and utilities” category 

includes one of the prevalent sectors in our region: energy 

jobs. Energy jobs include positions such as line workers, 

technicians, power plant operators, pipefitters and 

engineers, and they’re filled by qualified individuals with 

strong science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) education and skilled trades’ backgrounds. Read More 

 

 

‘Don't give up the fight,’ Meryl Streep tells women 
London – October 9, 2015 

If Emmeline Pankhurst were alive today her message 

to women would be simple: “Don’t give up the fight. 

It’s not over,” Meryl Streep said last night. The actor, 

who plays Pankhurst in the film Suffragette, told a 

packed audience at the star-studded opening night of 

London’s first Women in the World event, that while 

women had come far since getting the vote. Read More  
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http://www.business2community.com/human-resources/is-gender-inequality-worth-losing-28-trillion-01348189#Kg3UU6JrOp6UZEVz.97
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/money/business/2015/10/08/careers-energy-week-shows-path-high-quality-jobs/73502732/
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/oct/09/dont-give-up-fight-meryl-streep-tells-women-suffragette
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Closing gender gaps in the APEC region  
Philippine -October 12, 2015 

The 2014 Global Gender Gap Report by the World Economic 

Forum named the Philippines the best in Asia in terms of 

women rights in education, health, economic participation, 

and political empowerment. It ranked the Philippines as the 

9th most gender-equal economy among 142 countries.  Still, 

there is much work to be done as gender-gaps remain in 

various sectors, including business. Read More 

 

 
Time to address lack of women in renewable energy industry  
Abu Dhabi–October 13, 2015 

 

 Following the success of our 3rd Asian Nuclear Power 

Briefing 2014 in Hanoi recently, Strategic Communications 

is pleased to announce its Middle East Nuclear Power 

Briefing 2015 taking place in Abu Dhabi from 13-14th 

October 2015.  Covering all aspects of the nuclear power 

industry, Middle East Nuclear Power Briefing 2015 will 

once again bring together key players and stakeholders to 

discuss, debate and offer valuable insight into the 

challenges faced and opportunities available. Read More 

 
 

Aboriginal women reaffirm fight against nuclear waste dump in South 
Australia 
Australia- October 16, 2015 

 
The first shipment of Australia's nuclear waste to be returned 

from re-processing in France has now left a French port, and 

will arrive on our shores by the end of the year. The return of 

the 25 tonnes of nuclear waste is putting renewed pressure 

on the Federal Government to find a location for a permanent 

waste dump. The women say they will fight against any new 

move to put the waste on their land. Read More 
 
 

October 2015  

http://www.bworldonline.com/content.php?section=Opinion&title=closing-gender-gaps-in-the-apec-region&id=116837
file:///C:/Users/Carole/AppData/Local/Temp/Middle%20East%20Nuclear%20Power%20Briefing%202015.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-10-16/aboriginal-women-fight-against-nuclear-waste-dump-in-sa/6861012
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Unleashing the Power of Women in the Renewable Energy Sector  
Washington – October 20, 2015 
 
In the United States, October has been designated as 

"National Energy Awareness Month"-- emphasizing how 

central energy is to national prosperity, security, and 

environmental well-being. At IUCN's Global Gender 

Office (GGO), we also recognize the importance of 

energy, particularly renewable energy, and the 

necessity of access to modern, clean and renewable fuel 

sources for billions of people globally, not the least of 

which are women. Read More 

 

 

 

Energy and climate change minister admits asking: 'Is climate change real?'  
United Kingdom – October 27, 2015 

 

Andrea Leadsom, the energy and climate change minister, 

has admitted asking whether climate change was real 

after she was appointed to the job. 

Mrs Leadsom said she was now "completely persuaded" 

on the issue, according to comments reported by fracking 

news site Drill Or Drop. The minister told the All Party 

Parliamentary Group on Unconventional Gas and Oil: 

"When I first came to this job one of my two questions 

was: 'Is climate change real?' and the other was 'Is 

hydraulic fracturing safe?' Read More 
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lorena-aguilar/unleashing-the-power-of-w_b_8338842.html
http://drillordrop.com/2015/10/26/energy-minister-theres-no-difference-between-men-and-women-on-fracking/
http://drillordrop.com/2015/10/26/energy-minister-theres-no-difference-between-men-and-women-on-fracking/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/climatechange/11957478/Is-climate-change-real-asks-energy-minister-Andrea-Leadsom.html

