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Dear Reader,  

 

Welcome to the latest Women in Arab Finance Association (WAFA) newsletter which tracks the 

contribution being made by in the world of Arab business and finance.  

 

Finance is traditionally a male preserve but women are playing a growing part. WAFA therefore wants to 

hear from you and colleagues of news and views that can be included in future WAFA newsletters and 

so that we can invite you to WAFA meetings 

 

The WAFA network brings together prominent women involved in Arab banking and finance. WAFA 

offers a practical resource for those women involved in finance across the MENA region - or Arab 

women working in international financial markets. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us at projects@meconsult.co.uk should you wish to receive further 

information on this initiative or if you know anyone else who may like to join our mailing list for this and 

future editions of the WAFA newsletter. 

 

We also welcome any feedback or queries regarding articles and features, along with any suggestions or 

opinions on what to include in upcoming publications. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Bdour Sbeih 

WAFA Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: projects@meconsult.co.uk 

Address: 180 Piccadilly, London W1J 9HF 

Phone: 020 7591 4816 

mailto:projects@meconsult.co.uk
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Dubai Women Establishment hosts 

successful Public Speaking workshop 

Dubai Women Establishment has continuously strived 

to launch initiatives that will strengthen the role of 

UAE women in business and professional fields. It 

concluded another successful Professional 

Development Session with the aim of enhancing 

participants’ public speaking skills through invaluable 

insight into the renowned TED style talks. Read More 

 

 

 

Egypt ranks second in Most Powerful     

Arab Women in Government for 2015: 

Forbes Middle East 

There are three categories celebrating the 

successes of Arab women: The 100 Most 

Powerful Arab Business Women; the World’s 10 

Most Powerful Arab Women; and the 10 Most 

Powerful Arab Women in Government. Forbes 

Middle East has unveiled the names of its Most 

Powerful Arab Women for 2015 ranking.     

Read More 

 

                                                                                                          

 1st Women's Forum Enhances 

Understanding, Cooperation 

between China and Arab States 

A women's forum between China and 

countries in the Middle East kicked off in 

Yinchuan, capital city of northwest China's 

Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, on 

Saturday, to promote bilateral economic 

exchanges and cooperation among Chinese 

and Arab women. Read More 

http://ameinfo.com/finance-and-economy/sme/entrepreneurship/dubai-women-establishment-hosts-successful-public-speaking-workshop/
http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2015/09/18/egypt-ranks-second-in-most-powerful-arab-women-in-government-for-2015-forbes-middle-east/
http://www.womenofchina.cn/womenofchina/html1/news/international/1504/1838-1.htm
http://www.womenofchina.cn/womenofchina/html1/news/action/1509/1153-1.htm
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Saudi women hiring in private sector 
surges by 76% 

 The number of Saudi women who secured jobs in the 

private sector in the year jumped to 76.08 percent 

compared to 23.92 percent expatriate women. By this, 

the total number of Saudi women working in this 

sector rose to 466,000 against 146,765 expatriate 

women, the Saudi Press Agency reported. Read More                                           

 

 

UAE vows to ‘leave no one 

behind’ 

The UAE has pledged to “leave no one 

behind” and to shift the world on to a 

sustainable and resilient path. The pledge 

came during a speech delivered by Shaikha 

Lubna Al Qasimi, Minister of Development 

and International Cooperation, on Saturday 

during her participation alongside an 

official delegation in the Sustainable 

Development Goals 2015 Summit. 

Read More 

 

This CEO is helping Saudi women 

break a gender barrier 

Lubna Olayan was once the only woman at a 4,000 

employees company. Now, she’s helping hundreds 

of Saudi women enter the workforce for the first 

time. In 1983, Lubna Olayan became the first 

woman to work for her father’s business—Olayan 

Financing Co. (OFC), a sprawling multinational 

conglomerate based in Saudi Arabia. Read More 

 

http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.regcon&contentid=20150930258236
https://en-maktoob.news.yahoo.com/uae-vows-leave-no-one-behind-052429765.html
http://fortune.com/most-powerful-women-europe-middle-east-africa/lubna-olayan-16/
http://fortune.com/2015/09/14/lubna-olayan-saudi-arabia/
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Pioneering Qatari Women 

Transcend Private, Public Spheres 

 
The Arab states of the Gulf region remain some of 

the most novel and fascinating developmental 

experiences anywhere in the world. Few advances 

have occurred in the six Arab Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) states in the realms of politics and 

participatory public life, as their social decision-

making traditions rely more on quiet in-family, 

male-dominated consultations than on Western-style 

public contestation and elections. Read More 

Six Moroccans on Forbes Top 100 

Most Powerful Arab Women list 

On Wednesday, Forbes Middle East unveiled its 

2015 annual ranking of the Arab World’s Most 

Powerful Women during an exclusive gala dinner 

and awards ceremony in Dubai. Only 7 women 

from North Africa were featured on the prestigious 

list; six women from Morocco and one Tunisian. 

Read More 

 

Arab oil money: Empowering 

Women 

Empowered by education, the internet and a 

$40 billion nest-egg, a new generation of Arab 

women is forging its own path to financial and 

social independence. Who are these wealthy 

women? Read More 
                                                                                                                                              
 
                                                                                                                  
 
                                                                                                                       

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=73236
http://www.forbesmiddleeast.com/news/read/articleid/9423
http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2015/09/168237/six-moroccans-on-forbes-top-100-most-powerful-arab-women-list/
http://knowledge.insead.edu/economics-politics/arab-oil-money-empowering-women-950

