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Shell Suspends Arctic Drilling 

Shell has announced that it will end exploratory drilling off 
the coast of Alaska for the foreseeable future. Shell said it 
did not find sufficient amounts of oil and gas in the Burger 
J well to warrant further exploration. Shell said it would 
take financial charges as a result of halting exploration, 
which it would disclose during its third quarter results. The 
company has existing contracts for rigs, ships and other 
assets. Read More 

 

 

 

Multiple Factors Lead to End of Arctic Drilling 

The high costs associated with the project, the challenging 

and unpredictable federal regulatory environment in 

offshore Alaska, negative press surrounding the 

environmental risks of offshore drilling, and the lack of 

support from Presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton have 

contributed to Shells decision to pull out from the Arctic. 

Read More 

 

Shell has made the surprising decision to suspend its Artic drilling off the Alaskan 

coast. This decision comes only days after Shell officials had expressed optimism 

about the Arctic’s energy potential.  

This decision adds significant uncertainty to the future of Arctic drilling, as there 

are serious concerns surrounding inclement weather patterns, lack of political 

support, and myriad environmental concerns.  

This news is accompanied by new research, which suggests changing ocean tides 

are causing the Arctic ice to melt more quickly than originally expected. This may 

expedite efforts to create new shipping routes through the Arctic Circle, opening 

the door for new commercial opportunities.  

 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/sep/28/shell-ceases-alaska-arctic-drilling-exploratory-well-oil-gas-disappoints
http://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/shell-says-it-will-cease-alaska-offshore-arctic-drilling/
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Arctic Melting at Accelerating Rate 

New research suggests that turbulence in the Arctic 
Ocean, driven by the wind, is stirring up heat which could 
accelerate the melting of ice. The research team found that 
very small currents of turbulence were bringing water as 
warm as 6C to depths shallower than 50m. Read More 

 

 

Shell’s Costly Call to Abandon Alaska 

Shell will reportedly pay up to £2.6 billion to execute the 

withdrawal from Alaska on top of the £5 billion the 

company had already spend setting up the Arctic drilling 

operation. Read More 

 

 

 

Shell’s Arctic Drill Comes up Dry 

Shell’s exploratory drill in the Chukchi Sea reportedly 

found very a very limited amount of obtainable oil, 

despite previous optimistic estimates. Read More 

Arctic Explorers 'Blown Away' By Strength 

Of Heat Rising From The Ocean 

Researchers have gathered surprising new evidence 

that suggests that well of heat in the depths of the Arctic 

Ocean could be accelerating that rate at which ice is 

melting as the receding layers of ice increases the 

ocean's exposure to wind, researchers have said the 

passing air is stirring heat upwards. Read More 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/globalwarming/8877491/Arctic-sea-ice-to-melt-by-2015.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/11895731/Heat-rising-from-the-depths-of-the-Arctic-could-accelerate-ice-melt.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-34380467
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/energy/oilandgas/11895478/Shells-Arctic-oil-search-ends-in-failure-with-dry-Alaskan-well.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2015/09/28/arctic-explorers-blown-away-by-strength-of-heat-rising-from-the-ocean_n_8206268.html

