
Arctic Newsletter 
24 September, 2015 

 

MEC International 
www.meconsult.co.uk 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Obama Aims for New Icebreaker Fleet 

President Obama has asked congress to approve additional 

funding to expand the ageing U.S. icebreaker fleet. The 

president has also announced that the coastguard will begin 

a new phase of mapping Arctic trade routes. Read More 

 

 

China Plans to Commission New Icebreakers 

China—the only a permanent observer in the Arctic 
Council—is reportedly keen to explore Arctic shipping 
passages, and plans to expand its icebreaker fleet. Read 
More 

 

 

Shell Granted Permit to Drill in Arctic 

The U.S. Government has granted a permit allowing Shell to 

begin drilling two new wells below the Arctic sea floor. Read 

More 

 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Arctic Newsletter. Please find 

the latest political and economic news regarding Artic policy. 

Please let us know if you would like to receive future editions or if 

you have news that you would like to include. Contact Alec 

Bourdages at: inquiries@meconsult.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/obama-pledges-faster-action-on-new-icebreakers-to-keep-up-in-arctic/2015/09/01/14f655de-5075-11e5-933e-7d06c647a395_story.html
http://thediplomat.com/2015/09/russia-and-china-in-the-arctic-is-the-us-facing-an-icebreaker-gap/
http://thediplomat.com/2015/09/russia-and-china-in-the-arctic-is-the-us-facing-an-icebreaker-gap/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-33968922
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-33968922
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Russia Moves Anti Air Missiles to Arctic 

Russia has positioned new anti-air missiles along its borders 

with Norway and the U.S. as a part of its ongoing strategy to 

gain a strategic foothold on the Arctic. Read More 

 

 

 

Oversupplied Market May Postpone Arctic Drilling 

Companies including, Exxon Mobil, BP, Cairn, and Chevron 

have recently postponed exploratory Arctic drilling in the wake 

of plummeting oil prices. Furthermore, the uncertainty of Arctic 

reserves combined with dangerous conditions make rapid 

growth of Arctic drilling an unlikely scenario. Read More 

 

 

 

BP, Exxon Mobil Suspend Exploratory Drilling 

Both BP and Exxon Mobil have suspended exploratory 

drilling in Canada`s Beaufort Sea. Read More 

 

 

 

 

 

http://uk.businessinsider.com/russian-arctic-air-defense-systems-2015-8?r=US&IR=T
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/08/world/europe/melting-ice-isnt-opening-arctic-to-oil-bonanza.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/exxon-mobil-bp-suspend-canadian-arctic-exploratory-drilling-program-in-beaufort-sea-1435348381
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Shell Reports Progress in Chukchi and Beaufort seas 

Shell has reported progress in their exploratory drilling off the 

coast of Northern Alaska. Shell has been granted access to drill in 

the Chukchi and Beaufort seas, where the U.S. Geological 

Survey estimates to hold 26 billion barrels of recoverable oil. 

Read More 

 

 

China and Russia To Work Towards Exploratory 

Drill 

China Oilfield Services Limited has agreed to drill two 

exploratory wells for Russian oil giant Rosneft, as Russia 

attempts to circumvent western sanctions targeting Arctic 

drilling. Read More 

 

 

 

Arctic Oil Boom Unlikely  

There are concerns among industry leaders that the 

recent drilling failures coupled with the lack of 

infrastructure, extreme weather conditions, and a lack of 

mapping data make widespread Arctic drilling in the near 

future an unlikely proposition. Read More 

 

 

 

 

http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2015/09/02/shell-oil-president-reports-progress-in-arctic-offshore-drilling-off-alaska/
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/140411/Russias_Rosneft_Says_Chinas_COSL_to_Drill_Offshore_Oil_Wells
http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/melting-ice-not-enough-for-arctic-oil-bonanza/
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Uncertain Future For Alaska Pipeline 

The recent plans to restrict drilling in the Arctic National 

Wildlife Refuge and curb development in federal Arctic 

waters have drastically cut the supply of oil running through 

the trans-Alaska pipeline. Lack of supply could spell an end 

to the pipeline according to Alaskan officials. Read More 

 

 

 

New LNG Pipeline in the Works 

Preliminary maps have been filed for a new 800-mile 

natural gas pipeline from Prudhoe Bay to Nikiski. The 

pipeline would connect Point Thomson development, 

funded by Exxon Mobil, to existing gas treatment plants. 

Read More 

 

 

 

Arctic Drilling Not Yet Viable Says IEA 

Incoming IEA director Faith Birol has stated that high 

costs, along with lack of technology, and uncertain climate 

changes combine to make Arctic drilling unviable.       

Read More 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-08-31/pipeline-anxiety-spurs-alaska-plea-for-obama-to-open-oil-spigots
http://www.arcticgas.gov/if-you-could-tour-pipeline-route
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/sep/18/arctic-oil-not-for-today-or-tomorrow-says-iea-chief-fatih-birol

